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STAT

Wes*i Germans now believe KGB

mspareﬁ attack onl Pope i

Western mtelhgence experts,
particularly the. West Germaas,
are now convmced there are
reasonable grounds : - for sus-
pecting that the Soviet KGB, or
one of its-client organizations.
in Eastern:Europe, had a hand
in- the attempted- assassmanon
of the-Pope. - .

:So -far. - the.: mtelh"ence
a°enc1es have not.. produced
any’ conclusxve evidence from -
their intensive study of all the
material gathered after.,.Meh-
met All Agca,:a. Turkish.. gun-
man, shot the Pope on May 13
in ‘St Peter’s. Square. .., 5.« .

“The West Germaans, . however,
are now -supporting thegtheory,
fut. forward by.:Vatican, intel-
igence and the- Ttalian security
services, that,;Agca was .not a
fanatical lone wolf but. part.of
a,:- carefully-, concexved . blot -
probabls ongmaung in Eastern .
Europe: It is- conceivable that a
killing could’ have. been oegan-
ized” at.a level ‘well below the
top Sonet.'leadershxp.., g~ AN

. «After-Agca’s «triakbithere - was ‘\, the -security- forces . at zhe,

& swong, feeling - of dissatisfac--
tion- in “the- :Vatican~ at- the -
abseace of any: evidence :during
the ' trial -indicating ‘where -the
real motive for the ‘attack on
the :Pope’ lay.. There 'wag con-
siderable - nnpanence that the
Italian' police~ had failed’ to
throw any’light’ on Agca’s acti-
\mes preceding the’ assassma—
tion attempt;.- o}l Lo
-Among-° the .. many. " court
documents not presented pub-
licly- at Agea’s short trial .was
a letter “written: by -Mr Pierre
Salinger, ‘once ‘press! secretary
to- President -Kenmedy-and now
wnh -ABC_Tetlevision m _Paris. ;
T Mrt % Sa‘hnger, cooperatmg
with“Italian™ police "in" submit- !
ting ~ABC. -photographs that
suggated Agca-had .an- accom- :

plice,-“wrote- a note--saying: * §

*“CIA sources. say that the .

‘Soviets-are*using” a faction of :

the. - PLFP (Popular “Front for .

+ By Michael Koipe ¢,

authormes beheved the a:tack
was KGB-directed.

The Vatican authorities were
certainly convinced that the
KGB- "had  organized the
.attempted . assassination - by
indirect: -means. The Soviet
agency was believed to have
infiltrated a faction of - the :
Turkish secret police. This
faction had seen the usefulness
-of Agca as a hired killer; after:
he had-shot Adni Ipecki, editor :
of  Millyet, "in 1979, and ‘was'
responsible “for organizing -his’
escape: from Kartal Maltepe
- maximum securn:y five: months’
efter > his convicdon, ' Nobody
had;escaped from there for ten"
years. Agca then lived lavislily
while s~ travelling  extensively
through- East an West Europe: -
for :18 months. |- i me

-In' 3 television - documentary.
on - the ‘possible .KGB links in! |
the f:shooting ' transmirted -oq" !
Thursday; .- “Thames . Television's
TV Eye.programme interviewed
Signor ;Francesco Mazzola, .the

Ttalian jupior minister ia charge.

tiria\ of "the:. shooting. .
-In canng the KGB’s monves
€ that Lech Walesa;-the .

he.n
Pohsh \Solidarity " leader, had:

just been received by the Pope.
and the Pope .bad, shown :on.
previous occasions- not- only his.

concern for Seolidarity but hts~
: the meeting with Eof Agca Be-

desire to-protect it.. - -
Swnor Francesco D’Andrea,
leadmg ‘Italian  journalist;.
toId Julian Manybn, the TV Eye  :
reporter, that the Vatican was
convinced that a con.smracy had
been’ organized by- the Eastern
block because of the Pope’s
- Polisi’ origins. ~
The . Pope he ‘recalled, vas
abom to anhounce his intention
to ‘return to- Poland to admin-
‘ister the® last rites _to: Cardinal

the *Liberation -of alestine)-to . g

trainr Turks:-: Thse have ‘killed
the Israeli Consul-in Ankava-in
1972 .They planned an atfack °

- the Israeli:: Embassyi.in _ 7

Ankara in 1973. A Red Army -

‘deserter _has , reported that

plang’ were made to . kill the .
ope by a splinter group. of the .

PLFP of Wadi Haddad. whxdt :

is KGB controlled.. .
" % The camp was.also attended 3
by  Turks .masquerading . a3
Islamic fundamentalists.”, . i
There' was an- added note to -
the effect that the CIA was‘
getting ‘reports- ~from  Traly
according. to- which the ltglxan

Mailmet Ag-ca'- My}tenims
x::eetmg with ] Bul"an.m. :

Cand: unstructed by _soraeon2

"+ The most specxfxc. evidence’
. isupporting. a conspiracy theory

,:tempt of a second man_ wnth 2

R

Wyszmslu Thefe were gronndsl
for believing - that- because oii
‘the tense pohtxcal situation in;
‘Poland the ~visit "would inavit-;
ably have ' generated an over.
whelming series of anti-Comun-
Jist demonstrations. -

On. his travels ‘Agca stayed|
‘a long. time-in ' Bulgaria.': He
:was there for 60 days on .a
forged - passport.- He staved at
-the best hotels. At the Vitosha,
known ‘to -Western intelligence
‘as-'a haunt of - Turkiskr. arms
.dealers, he met Omer -Mersan
who, Agca” says; “was mvelved
‘in smuggling.’ He’ said it was!
Mersan--who- helped him get a
new passport angds introducéd
thim 'to- a_mystérious Bulgaridn
‘called’ Mustafa“ Eof iwio some
‘Tralian _ officials - believe: mayt,
.have..played: a parr m»semngli
.up the: attack on: the - Eope.

- Agea next turned up in West
‘Germany. where he was ques-,
-tioned - by_ police™and released.
Three days _after. the murder’ of |
'a- Turkish ‘leade?. of ‘:he .Grey!
Wolf . terronst group. ' Agca
amved ln» “Tunis- wher& he
met Bof in the Horel’ du“Lac.:

Accord:nd to" Agcathe 'Bul-
:garian ns’céd hifm to murder the
‘Maltese Prime Minister Mr Domi
“Mintosf:* The Italians do- not
‘believe that. but they regard
‘the meetmv as significant. Aftar

gan frantic travelling in Europe
leading to- his- arrival in -Rome.

ngnor Francesco ‘Mazzola, |
‘who was. mvolv-d in the Italian
investigation into the assassina-
tion- -attempt; ° believes “thatr
-Mustafa--Eof was Agca’s con~
tact_with' the’ Bulgarian secret
Service -and thar from time to
tinie -he. - supphed Agea - with
‘money, : documentanon and

xnstrucnons. T en - A
However mqumes bw-re
contmumg, he said. =t

+ Signor Mazzola is convmced
that during the tine Agca’was’

:preparing - for :the- -attack;’ his |

‘movements were -never decided’

“by himself -but were prompted ]

else; oo oo - Y Y

was:a photograph taken mom:
.ents “after. the "assassination ar:

gun, v+ - - <

The Iralian Government does )
not publicly back-the KGB con-:,
nexion.~. A . senior - interior |
.mnmstrv-ofncnal said last oight!
that. there ~was. mo "concrete

.evidence to suggest that ‘the
‘Turk. was connected’ with'‘the !
.secret serviee- of any- counuy.:
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